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Climb every
mountain

An unusual single-family dwelling in Bex, Switzerland, draws its inspiration
from the snow-capped peaks of the Bernese Alps

TEXT: SUZAMNE MAC

Towering above the valley of the Rhéne river
trwns of 5t Maurice and Ewonnaz is the Dent de
Morcles. At 2.970m high, Morcles ance inspired
the “fortresses’ of bygone Swiss military sirategy
Teday, it serves as the inspiraticn for an unwsual,
sharply angular home which was the brainchild of
Serss frm Sam Voltoling Architectures {(SWA).

With its pinnacles and sheer cliff faces,
Maorcles is itself 3 complex example of nature’s
own architecture, and it was this which drove SVA
founder Sam Yollolini to create a home which
winald adopt & contextual posture in terms of both
the mountain range it looked up to, as well as the

PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF SAM VOLTOLINI ARCHITECTURES

agrecultural zone in which the structure is located

“This type of architecture puls the emphasis
o its surroundings; rot just s direct surroundings
but also on a larger scale with regards to its further
layout and geologecal emaronment,” says Voltaling
"The relationship, in this case, with space arn a
larger scale, 15 of the essence. The five facades of
the house are In harmony with the surraunding
canstructions, unaffected by their distance.™

The Bex municipality in Vaud, where this bome
i located, it the site of a productve salt mine; the
sail s ek inominerals and the essence of the place,
the result of erosion and change, 15 expressed n

rough rocks and stones. “It was a question of
questioning what was already there. " says
Valtaline, “The specificities of the context will
challenge an action; an intenvention I'El.'_:lﬂr:'l ng a
site, thus resulting in the transformation af the
emaronment.”

Located on the bed of a dried-up river, deposits
of stone and mineral aggregates were used i the
cement for the building. Using a special chemical
technique, the thin pellicle of the cement surface
was partially removed in order 1o reveal the
different stones and the characteristics of ther

cofour, on which the hight reflects and vibrates
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Looking for all the world as if it had been
carved from a single block of stone, the building
stands apart from its more traditionally-styled
nelghbours. Angled to make the most of the
natural light from the south and the east, large
windows break up the somewhat austere and
impasing fagade; while the decsion 1o cover the
roof with grass also helps soften the stark

appearance of the house and hnks il strongly to

the greenery of the garden and nearby crchard,
Indeed, from the road, the main visual impact &

provided by the rool: Insng and breathing, shaped

almost like a directional arrow pointing towands
the mountain rarndge

“The icea is one of nature taking over its dues.
The vegetation in this instance enables a better
integration of the construction in into its

emaronment,” YValialin explains

Thes mieans by ||l:£lr.,-|l::,l |_I|.,1||-;||r'4_j A paint ¢ T wienae

— that is, loaking at the ste from anather angle —

the house reveals a different aspect which answers
and embraces its enwironment through shape and

form, Developed over two and a hall levels, the
ntenor of the home matches the tane of the
outside, with the use of smple, clean hines and
natural matenals for floonng and wall cladding
“The concrete was treated in the same way
for the interior and exterior, creating a
refationship and continuity between the spaces
and therefore erasing the boundaries between the

witside and inside; the living and garden spaces,”

says Woltalin
The unusual design approach has, seemingly
against logic and the odds, achieved symbiosis

with the landscape, establishing its own particular

identity while creating a most unexpected poetry
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